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April 18, 1986

Dr. Dlanne R. Nielson, Director
Utatr Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
355 West North Teryle
3 Itiad Center, Suire 350
Salt I€ke CiEy, Ln 8/fl80-1203

Attn: I.ovrell BraxEon
S,rsan Llnner

Dear Dianne:

The Division has ernah.mted Genr,rral Coal C4anvrs Febnraty 1, 1986,
resubmittal of a Minir€ and Reclanation Plin "Onpl for li'aci I as a
nid-peruit rerrier,i at ttre Crardall Canyon Mine. The follonring Ls offered for
your consideration.

Voltme I

Page III-19r 3.4.6.1 - Ihe MRP is fui stibstarrtial error regarding fisheries
and mtrst be conected. Carxlall Creelr, lilrictr flor.rs imedi"ately adjacent to
the entire length of the sotrth border of Tract I (note, it flo,rs tlrrough the
1.7 acre parcel of Tract I leased fron Beaver Cbeek Coal Coryany) is a
hlgh-priority valued Class III ftshery. Tbotrt are eviderrt in tt€ strem
about 21000 feet downstrean fron the S.E. corner of Thact I. This area
supports nstural- reproduction of 275 (frD cutttrroat trcx.rt per nile vrith a
standirg hrotrt bimass of 53 lb./surface acr:e.

If tle applicant at sone later date elects to bring IIPEL electric senrice to
the nine, raptor nestirqg nnust be addressed. (Note, fiLe correspondenee
dated Septendber 25, L985, from Jolur Lirzesay to JLm Br.mis.)

Page III-20, 3.4.6.2 - It stptrld be noted that dtring 1981, l'ltlen the corryany
rrras preparirg plans to ctrlrrcrL 11000 linear feet of the stream on tlre pernit
area, euhrerting arxJ associated loss of riparian habitat was recormended
only upon appropriate nitigation (reference fLLe memo ldazennber 5, L981 fron
Dorglas F. hy to Clecr B. Feight). To date the culverf has not been
installed, howerrer, confines of ptrysical spaee in tlre surface factliti-es
area cottld necessitate such. !ilhen such action becomes ixminent, a nitigation
plan needs to be affected. Also note that this ctrlvert woul-d require a
llemtt to alter a natural streamrr isstred by the Divisior of l+rater Rights.
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Dr. Dlarne R. Nielson
Attn: I.ol,ell- Braxton and Sr-rsan Linner
April 18, 1985
Page 2

Paragraphs concernirrg elk, ntrle deer and rrnose are in substantful error.
Appropriate data uas-provlded to the conpany in March of 198L. (Reference
flle mmo dated l,Iarch 10, 1981 fro Jolurl.ivesay to Btll l+roLlen.) This data
incLtded maps for seasonal distrihrtions of all- big gee (tnclding rnoose)
assoeiated with the prcJect,

Page III-20 and X-5 - If losses of 0.5 acre or 31000 sq. feet (the MRP is
trnclear on this area) of critical vatred riparian habitat ln the l-o.rer 2 kn
of the csn)ron occr.rred urder tlre auspices of Utatrts coal nining reguLations,
nttlgation is required. To date the ccryany has not prepared a.nltigation
plan or affected such. The irdication in the MRP on Page III-Vr (second to
last paragraph) that a seed list for zuch nitigation ecists shnrld be nore
exacting. The seed list, reclmation tednrol-ory ard area for nitigation
need to be defined.

Pege WJr throagh IV-6, 4.4.2 - The use of wlldllfe on the pemit area is
not Li.nitd to Just big game aninals. As nany as 239 different specles of
rzertebrate wildlife have-potential to util-ize the envircrs assocfuted rrith
tlre p:oJect. Relative biological- value of seasonal- use areas has earlier
(3-10-81) been identifi€d to the campanJ/.

Page W-6, first paragraph - Lirzestock use of the riparian zone has caused
strbsterrtfuL and noticeabLe degradation to this criticaL vaLtred habitat
tJpe . Selection of a riparian refenence area shoul-d gtrrc consideration to
fencing. ThLs sarne protection shotrl-d be gtven to riparian nitigation areas.

Prye 7-27, 7.L.4 last paragraph and 7-29 first paregraph - A11 pemanent
seeps and sprlngs are ranked as being of critical- rral-tre to wlLdlife.
Without an indepth and specific str-rdy to detqmine wtLdlife use of sp_rings,
tte crrrsory evah.ntion of such by the applicant is not neritoriotrs of a
conclusion. The coqany was provided a,Synopsis of the Divisi*lq pof+rry_

seeps andspi'tng"/ritatit relitibnships March 10, 1986.- The MRP
needs to be corrected to ttris position. Sirnllar comnents trarre been provided
in earlier MRP nevierm (12-L8-85 and 9-6-85).

Volune II

Chapters 9 and 10 are redundant to the ertent that rrTetrestrial Wildlife ard
Ilabitatrr report (pages t+O-66) prepared by Valley fngineering,is pres,ented-in
each chapter. Threfore co'-ents on Wildlife ard lhbitat wiLL only be nade
for Ckrepten l-0. Also, rpte that all- cments wlthin the MRP reLative to
fish are inaccrrate and rped to be corrected.

Page X-2, 10.3 -Cbardall Cbeek is a trcut fishery (reference coqments fo_r
page III-19). The applicant r.ms made ayrare of tiris as early as May, 1981 in
tl€ U.S. Fo:rest Senricers envlrormrtal assessment report for the applicants
Ilntington R:lver bridge crossing anC Cbandall Carryon road.



Dr. Dlanne R. Nielson
Attn; Iorrell Braxton and Susan Llrrner
April 18, 1986
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Page X-5, last paragraph - the upose herd ftrm L973 tlrough L979 stured
s:!ns of-slo*ly fncieaifng. Hormzer, illegaL hanrest, habir€t losses and
distrrrbance by man has since rerprsed that trend.

Page X-6 , 10.6 throgh 10-8 - No activities assocfuted with the nine should
alio,r tur6idity in Crirdall cleek to fucrease nore than 10 r-mits above
ba@rord neaitrements as determfued by repleLmetric turbidity tsrlts.

Chapter X, page 43 of |tTen:estrfuL Wildlife and llabltat R€portrr.- Cments
rel-itirze iot6fa eagles are ln substantful- error. lppr:o-prrafe infotmation
rms provided to tte-applicent 3-10-81, Bald eagles dtring tq Frrt"t season
are legularly observeb'in the ltrrtington Canyon a::ea and r{ruld be e<pected
to utiLize the ernrirons of C?andall Canyon.

Chapter X. Dase 45 of ttTerestrial WiLdlife and Habitat Reportrr - The
l'Iiliiar"ont's Eapsucker has been docr-uented to utlLize (ogqt)^ the environs of
the fnrntington ilrainage epical to those found in Cbandall Carryom- The
applicarrt mrst appropri^ately corr:eet the l'lRP.

Chapter X, page 49, 55 and 56 of |tTerrestful Wildlife srd Habltat Reportrr -

A11 ahi6firnE ard-reptlles in Utatl are protected specfus._ Six @hibian
and eflfrteen reptiliair species have potentful to inlubit the p,roJecf €rF€a.
ftrfs aita was pircvided tb the appltc-ant 3-10-81. The MRP needs to be
approipriately Lorrected. Sinflai statements can be made for birds and
umaIs.

A detailed recomended wtLdlife nnitigation plan was prorided the applicant
on 3-10-81-. Ihe mine mnrst comit to-edr-rcating its p.ersorureL concerning---
protectlon of the rqildlife resource. A coal nining/wildllfe.training- fitT
i,"" U.." developed by the Dlrrision for industriest-use. It ls a'uaiLabl-e for
ttre cost of corpy reproduction.

Page 12-12, L2.4.3 - The MRP as it discusses subsidence reLative to seeps
anH spriagi fs in substantial error. A11- permanent seeps or sPrargs are
ranteb as-hing of critical vahre to the r.i:atife resoltrce and not as "8n
jnsfgnificant iesotrrcett. Mitigation in the form of wate-r replacmnt ls
;t#id"d tot"" a"ify flor^ts aE seeps or springs are reducd by 5W" or
;*. 

'(R"f"oor"e 
filb rnemo dated Mirrch l-0; 1966 ftm Jotrn Lirrcsay to Ardy

Kirrg.)

Tharik yotr for an opporfunity to revien and provlde comnnt.


